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Virginia Wesleyan College 
FYE 120 Section 23 First Year Seminar:  Carbon Footpri nts 

Fall 2007 – Tuesdays – 11:00-11:50AM Clark 215 
 

Professor: Dr. Susannah Walker 
Offi ce: Eggleston 107 
Email: swalker@vwc.edu (this is the best way to contact me) 
Offi ce Phone: 233-8769 
Offi ce Hours: Tuesdays 12:00-1:00, Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 
Peer Advisors: Katherine Bradley kabradley@vwc.edu AND Michael Evans moevans@vwc.edu  
 
COURSE DESCRI PTI ON: 
Every first year student at VWC will take a First Year Seminar course.  While each FYS section focuses 
on a different topic, all the sections share common goals, will give similar sorts of assignments for 
students, and have similar expectations of student commitment and engagement. This course, broadly 
seeks to introduce students to the academic and intellectual side of college life.  As stated in the VWC 
course catalog, it is designed to help students engage and succeed both academically and socially in 
Virginia Wesleyan’s liberal arts learning community.  In the process of investigating an essential problem 
or question, students will develop foundational inquiry skills that emphasize critical thinking and 
independent learning.  Through diverse co-curricular workshops, events, and activities, students will gain 
additional academic as well as personal resourcefulness. 
 
The theme for this FYS section is “Carbon Footprints.”  Events such as Hurricane Katrina and media 
productions such as the film An Inconvenient Truth and this summer’s 24-hour global “Live Earth” 
concert have recently brought new (some would say long overdue) awareness in the United States of the 
problem of climate change.  While nations debate internally and with each other over what sorts of 
policies are necessary to slow global warming, some environmental groups are emphasizing individual 
choices as much as government regulation as key to making change.  Especially in Western nations like 
the United States, we are now being asked to measure our “carbon footprint” on the earth, and reduce it.   
 
In this seminar we will examine this phenomenon, asking such questions as: Why are environmentalists 
focusing so much on individual action now?  Is this a new strategy, or is there historical precedent?  Can 
individuals’ voluntary lifestyle and consumer choices solve the global warming problem, or are more 
universal government regulations needed?  Do things like hybrid cars, energy-saving light bulbs, and 
reusable grocery bags really make a difference? How much do/should we have to change our daily lives 
to help the environment?  In examining these issues (through reading, discussion, writing, and individual 
research projects) we will invariably ask and explore complex questions for which there are more than 
one possible answer and which require research, analysis, and critical thinking skills to explore 
sufficiently.  We will also examine the issue from a variety of perspectives and points of view.  Often, in 
our readings and discussions, we will encounter multiple or opposing points of view on a topic.  The point 
of this seminar is to develop students’ ability to understand and evaluate those points of view, not based 
on feelings or instincts, but based on research, and informed analysis of evidence. 
 
COMMON FYS COURSE OBJECTI VES (and their application to this sectionÕs topic): 
1) Students will be able to offer examples of complex questions, i.e., questions that not even experts can 
answer with simple facts and definitions but which can only be settled through argumentation based in 
careful analysis.  For example: Is refusing to eat or buy anything produced more than 100 
mi les fr om oneÕs home a good soluti on to the global warmi ng problem? 
 
2) Students will be able to explain what cri ti cal thinki ng entails, eg., the investigation of an issue 
through raising questions from multiple perspectives, gathering information from reputable sources in 
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relation to those questions, analyzing and evaluating evidence using careful reasoning, and arriving at a 
judgment or solution based on the most persuasive reasoning.  In our case, that means reading, 
discussing, and wr iting on a variety of newspaper and magazine arti cles and opinion 
pieces debating the feasi bility and effecti veness of the indivi dual Òcarbon footprintÓ 
approach to dealing wi th cl imate change. 
 
3) Rather than simply learning existing answers to problems, students will practice the cri ti cal thinking 
ski lls of a) generating critical questions from multiple perspectives (e.g., legal, social, ethical, 
environmental), b) identifying and exploring sources of useful information, c) culling key ideas, evidence, 
and reasoning from selected sources, and d) demonstrating how taking into consideration multiple 
perspectives on the problem leads to more persuasive approaches to problem solving.  To do this, each 
student wi ll complete an indivi dual research project eval uating the potential 
effecti veness and feasi bility of a parti cular individual-choice type of envi ronmental ist act 
(such as going Òoff the gridÓ or usi ng a bicycle for all local travel .)   
 
4) Students will gain cri ti cal r eading and study stra tegies that help them to identify main ideas and key 
supporting evidence in research materials, to take notes in class, to prepare for classes and for exams, and 
to know how to find additional campus support services.  This wi ll happen through semi nar 
assi gnments as well as co-curricular workshops. 
 
5) Students will be able to explain VWC general studies fra mes and graduation requirements in 
terms of how they relate to a) academic disciplines, b) types of analytical questions or ways of knowing, 
and c) the principles of a liberal (arts) education.  Our topic relates to several of the frames, 
incl uding Historical  Perspecti ves (H)  (eg: What sorts of historical precedents are there to 
the current problem and what can they teach us?) Syst ems (S) (eg: What roles do or 
should groups, governments,  and indivi duals play in dealing wi th global war mi ng.  What 
sorts of politi cal  soluti ons to the problem are necessary, likely, or even possible?) 
Values (V) (eg: What responsi bility do indivi duals have to the earth?) and Empirici sm (E) 
Can these Òearth fr iendlyÓ choices actually work to stop global war mi ng?). Our topic 
touches (albeit briefl y) on academic disciplines such as History, Politi cal  Sci ence, 
Envi ronmental Studies, Philosophy, Biology, Chemistry, Busi ness and Marketi ng, and 
Soci ology.  
 
 IT IS THE GOAL OF FYS TO INTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE IDEA THAT COMPLEX 
HUMAN PROBLEMS REQUIRE A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, AND THAT A 
LIBEARAL ARTS EDUCATION AT A PLACE LIKE VWC PREPARES PEOPLE TO SOLVE 
ALMOST ANY PROBLEM AND TAKE ON ALMOST ANY TASK, MORE EFFECTIVELY. 
 
Thus, a VWC education is designed to help students become engaged, independent lifelong learners 
though practicing inquiry -based learni ng in all classes. Inquiry-based learning means that one begins 
with an essential, complex question, derives additional questions that structure investigation, obtains the 
facts that address those questions, then uses that information to arrive at judicious responses to the 
original question.  Inquiry-based learning is thus an engaged, purposeful approach to problem solving that 
begins with real questions and uses critical thinking processes to arrive at compelling insights. 
 
6) Students will develop academic and community engagement through active roles in class projects 
and discussion and participation in co-curricular workshops and events tied to academic success and 
campus life.  In this secti on this wi ll happen through class discussi on and occasi onal 
group work.  Outsi de of class co-curricular workshops wi ll also enhance studentsÕ 
academic and community engagement. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT:  COMPLETION OF FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR WITH A PASSING GRADE IS 
A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS ENTERING WITH FEWER THAN 24 
COLLEGE CREDIT HOURS.  STUDENTS WHO FAIL FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR IN THE FALL 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO ENROLL IN A SPECIAL SECTION THE SUBSEQUENT SPRING. 
STUDENTS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO WITHDRAW FROM OR CHANGE THEIR FYS 
SECTION. ADDITIONALLY, WHILE THE SPRING SECTION IS A REQUIREMENT FOR 
STUDENTS WHO FAIL IN THE FALL, IT IS NOT AN OPTION IN LIEU OF A FALL SECTION. 
 
COURSE READI NGS: 
All course readings will be available on Blackboard.  Students must download all readings, read them 
before the class for which they are scheduled, and bring them to class.  If you have a laptop and want to 
save paper, feel free to bring readings to class that way (make sure readings and notes are the only things 
on your desktop while in class!)  Otherwise, PLEASE print out the readings (double-sided) and bring 
them to class. 
 
GRADE DISTRIBUTI ON: 
Community Engagement Contract – 12 event attendance and response write-ups:  25% 
Final Exam          10% 
Short Papers (10%) each:         20% 
Individual Research Project:        25% 
Participation          20% 
 
PEER ADEVI SORS: 
Your peer advisors for this course are Katherine Bradley and Michael Evans.  Peer advisors are there to 
help me run class smoothly, but mostly they are there to help YOU adjust to life at VWC.  They can give 
you advice and information from a student’s point of view on academics, extracurricular activities, and 
campus culture.  Their email addresses are listed at the top of this syllabus. 
 
WORKLOAD: 
As in all courses at VWC, you are expected to spend about 2-3 hours working outside of class time for 
every credit hour in a course.  Since this course is worth 2 credits, that means that you need to put about 
4-6 hours in each week.  25% of that should be spend on the Community Engagement Contract, and 75% 
should be spent on reading, researching, and writing for our “Carbon Footprints” seminar on Tuesdays. 
 
COMMUNI TY ENGAGEMENT CONTRACT: 
Students will attend 12 community events and write a 100-word response to all 12 events.  Responses will 
be due within 48 hours of the event and will be graded by Peer Advisors.  Students will negotiate their 
Community Engagement Contracts (CECs) with me by the second week of class.  Some events are 
mandatory (the Honors convocation on August 30 at 11:00 AM, the Equalogy program on September 6 at 
4:00 PM, and other events I choose listed on this syllabus and on the contract.  Beyond that, students will 
have to include within their contracts 1) academic enrichment events, 2) academic and personal support 
skills workshops, and 3) campus life activities.  YOU MUST COMPLETE 6 EVENTS BY OCTOBER 
10.  Further details about the CEC, the required and eligible events, and the 100 word write-ups will be 
provided on the first day of class. 
 
FI NAL EXAM: 
On Thursday November 29 fro m 11:00-11:50 students will write a final exam consisting of the 
following essay question: Having in this course examined at least one major issue or  problem fro m 
multiple perspectives, explain how at least two diff erent perspectives on the issue helped you 
understand the issue better.   Students should be prepared to spend the entire 50 minutes writing a 
thoughtful, well-organized, detailed essay that uses specific examples from the seminar readings 
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concerning individual responses to global warming.  Outlines for the essays will be due on Tuesday 
November 20. Students may bring your revised outlines into the exam. 
 
SHORT PAPERS: 
Students will write two short (3-4 page) papers during the semester.  Each will ask the student to analyze 
and compare two opposing opinion pieces on the “carbon footprint” issue.  The articles or editorials will 
be chosen form among the readings assigned for class.  Details on this assignment will be distributed 
later. 
 
INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECT:  
Each student will choose a product or lifestyle choice that is supposed to reduce an individual’s “carbon 
footprint.”  Students will then use research methods learned in CEC library workshops to find relevant 
and informative sources on the ethical, political, social, cultural, and scientific dimensions of the product 
or lifestyle choice they choose, and write a research paper evaluating its effectiveness and feasibility. 
Students will also present their research to the class.  Further details on this project will be distributed 
later. 
 
PARTI CI PATI ON: 
¥ Most classes will be discussion-focused and depend on all students doing the readings carefully and 

coming to class ready for intense verbal analysis of all assigned readings. 
¥ I will not take attendance, but I will keep track of each student's participation every day.  If you have 

too many absences you could fail participation and will risk failing this course.  
¥ You cannot "make up" participation with extra credit assignments unless there are extraordinary 

extenuating circumstances such as extended illness. 
¥ Participation includes, among other things, intelligently commenting on the readings, attentively 

listening and responding to your fellow students, and asking questions.  
¥ I will evaluate both the quality and quantity of your participation. You can fail parti cipation even if 

you never missed a class, but barely spoke the entire semester! 
 
Rough Guide to Par ti cipation Evaluation Cri teria: 
¥ A to A: Student virtually never misses class and almost always speaks in class.  His or her comments 

in class reflect that he or she has completed and understands the readings.  The student can make 
perceptive connections between readings and topics from various class days.  

¥ B- to B+: Student might have missed a few too many classes, but participates at the " A"  level when 
in class, or he or she might be in class consistently, but does not always participate, or his or her 
participation needs to be more thoughtful, sophisticated, or perceptive.  

¥ C- to C+: Student might participate at the A-B level when in class but is absent a lot. OR, even if 
absences are not a big problem, the quantity and analytical quality of participation is average at best. 

¥ D- to D+:  Student participates sporadically and participation reflects inadequate, but passable, 
preparation for class. 

¥ F: Students can fail participation if they miss more than six classes.  Students can fail participation if 
they come to class but rarely or never speak. 

 
GENERAL COURSE POLI CIES: 
Attendance Policy: 
I will not take attendance formally, but frequent absences will certainly affect your participation grade.  In 
general, I do not need to hear from you if you are going to miss class.  If  you miss an assignment due to 
illness, you must provide me with a doctorÕs note in order to make up any work without penalty.  If you 
are an athlete and are going to miss class for a game, let me know about it before the class you are 
missing. DO NOT hand me a list of your games with away games highlighted at the start  of the 
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semester and expect me to keep track of when you are going to miss class.  Of course you, and only 
you, are responsible for making up any missed work. 
 
Late Policy: 
Unexcused late assignments will receive a 1/3-letter grade reduction for each day late (weekends count as 
one day.)  If you need to hand an assignment in late due to illness, you must provide a doctor’s note to 
avoid any penalties. 
Plagiari sm Policy 
Plagiarism includes: 
¥ Using someone else's words or ideas without documentation.  
¥ Turning in an entire paper or a portion of a paper that someone else wrote as your own.  This 

includes papers on the internet as well as other studentsÕ papers. 
¥ Copying some portion of your text from another source without proper documentation. 
¥ Borrowing another person's specifi c ideas (not necessarily his or her words), terminology, or 

structure without documenting the source. 
¥ Letting someone else revise or rewrite your work.  (This is not the same as getting advice and 

guidance from a professor, another student, or someone in the Writing Center.) 
 
* It is relatively easy for professors to catch plagiarism.  If I fi nd a case of plagiarism in this class, I will 
require all students to submit their work electronically so it can be run through plagiarism detection 
software. 
 
* *According to the VWC Honor Code (in the Student Handbook), plagiarism constitutes an act of 
academic dishonesty.  A fi rst time offence may result in failure on the assignment or in the entire course, 
and a letter will be placed in the studentÕs academic fi le.   However, more serious actions may be taken, 
including an appeal to the Honor Court, especially if the student is a repeat off ender. (See the Student 
Handbook for more information on this.)  
 
Grading: 
Here is the grading scale for this class: 
 
A 100-93 Excellent work 
A- 92-90 Excellent work with some minor problems 
B+ 89-87 Very good work, definitely above average 
B 86-83 Good work 
B- 82-80 Above average 
C+ 79-77 Slightly better than above average performance 
C 76-73 Average performance 
C- 72-70 Average performance, bordering on below average 
D+ 69-67 Work meets minimum requirements 
D 66-63 Work meets minimum requirements Ð but is well below average quality 
D- 62-60 Work meets minimum requirements Ð but is bordering on failure 
F Sub-60 Failure 
 
Class Conduct: 
It is expected that students will: 
¥ Come to class having read the assignment for that day and that they will be prepared to listen, take 

notes, and participate in discussions. 
¥ Turn off all cell phones, PDAs, and any other electronic devices before class begins.  (If you use a 

laptop to take notes be sure that is ALL you are using it for while in class!) 
¥ Come to class on time and stay awake! 
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¥ Listen respectfully to the ideas of other students and express ideas in a non-combative manner. 
¥ Not talk privately with another student while anyone else in the class is speaking. 
 
 
Students with Disabilities:  
Virginia Wesleyan College recognizes and seeks to accommodate students with special needs.  To use 
accommodations, students must fi rst register with the collegeÕs disability services coordinator, Mrs. 
Fayne Pearson (455-3246), and provide the college with appropriate professional documentation.  If  you 
need accommodations in this course because of a documented disability, you must contact Mrs. Pearson 
this semester; she will then send me offi cial notifi cation.  This process must be followed every semester 
you attend Virginia Wesleyan College. 
 
Class Schedule: 
Readings must be completed by class time on the date under which they are listed.  PLEASE BRI NG 
READI NGS TO CLASS!!!   
 
IN ADDITI ON Ð Take enough time to do the readings carefully and take notes (either in a separate 
notebook or on print-out margins) on the following: 
 
¥ The main topic and sub-topics of the reading. 
¥ The main ARGUMENT of the author. 
¥ Key examples that illustrate and/or support the argument 
BRI NG NOTES TO CLASS! 
 
TH  8/23 (3:00 PM) I ntro ductions 
¥ Distribute Syllabus  
¥ Syllabus/FYE Website Assignment 
 
T 8/28: First Class 
¥ Distribute Community Engagement Contract.  Discuss CEC and Blackboard. 
¥ Distribute and explain Carbon Footprint assignment. 
 
TH 8/30: Honors Convocation ÐConvocation Hall, Batten CenterÐ 11:00 AM (CEC entry  due on 
Blackboard  within 48 hours) 
 
T 9/4: WhatÕs A Carbon Footpri nt? 
¥ WEEK 2 Readings on Blackboard 
¥ Carbon Footprint Assignment (See “Assignments” on Blackboard) 
¥ Community Engagement Contacts due in hard copy and on blackboard today. 
 
TH  9/6 Equalogy Program Ð Hofheimer Theatre, Fine arts Building, 4:00 PM * You may attend at 
6:30 PM or  8:00 PM ONLY if you have athletic practice or class at the 4:00 PM ti me.  (CEC entry  
due on Blackboard within 48 hours) 
 
T 9/11 Climate Change: The Big Picture 
¥ WEEK 3 Readings 
*Short  paper guidelines will be distri buted today. 
 
T 9/18 What Can (or  Should) Individuals Do? 
¥ WEEK 4 READINGS 
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*Guidelines for individual research projects will be distri buted today. 
 
Mandatory  CEC Event This Week: Attend the Library Workshop: “Evaluating Information” at 
Hofheimer Library EI THER Wednesday 9/19 12:00-12:50 OR Thursday 9/20 11:00-11:50 
 
T 9/25: What about the Government? 
¥ WEEK 5 Readings 
SHORT PAPER # 1 DUE TODAY 
 
T 10/2: Offsets: Pros and Cons 
¥ WEEK 6 Readings 
PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE TODAY (Sign up for a meeting with me today) 
 
TH  10/4: Mandatory  CEC Event: Attend the Library Workshop: “Google Scholar” at Hofheimer 
Library 11:00-11:50 (CEC entry  due on Blackboard  within 48 hours) 
 
T 10/9: CLASS DOES NOT MEET Ð I NDI VI DUAL  MEETI NGS TODAY ABOUT RESEARCH 
PROJECTS 
 
W 10/10: YOU MUST HAVE COMPLETED 6 CEC EVENT ENTRI ES BY TODAY 
 
T 10/16:  Eati ng Locally 
¥ WEEK 8 Readings 
 
T 10/23: Green Homes, Communities, and Travel 
¥ WEEK 9 Readings 
 
T 10/30: Green Consumerism 
¥ WEEK 10 Readings 
SHORT PAPER # 2 DUE TODAY 
 
T 11/6: Getting Ready for Spri ng Semester Advising/Registra tion (This replaces the Common 
Required Event for  November 1 listed on the CEC website, but it will not count as a CEC event for  
this class (ie: DonÕt wri te a CEC entry  for this session). 
 
T 11/13: Cri tiquing Green Consumerism 
WEEK 12 Readings 
 
T 11/20: NO CLASS Ð FI NAL  EXAM ESSAY OUTLI NES DUE I N MY OFFI CE BOX (E107) BY 
NOON 
 
T 11/27: Student Presentations 
 
TH  11/29: FI NAL  EXAM Ð I N CLASS Ð 11:00-11:50 AM 
 
T 12/4: Student Presentations 
 
TH  12/6: I NDI VI DUAL RESEARCH PROJECT PAPERS DUE I N MY OFFI CE BOX BY NOON 
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